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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )[2 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 20 March 2007 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Ciaims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-17 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 18-20 is/are objected to. 

8) [J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Appiication Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 14 October 2003 is/are: a)IEI accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the conrection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orform PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the applicant's remarks filed on 3/20/2007. 

Status Of Claims 
Claims 1-20 are pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Pat. No. 4,525.975 to McWethy. 
Claim 1 : 

McWethy discloses modular high rise construction 12 (Fig. 1) comprising a first 
portion comprising a first plurality of stacked shear walls 18, said first portion having a 
top end that Is moveable between an unloaded position and loaded position and a 
bottom end 1 (Fig. 1) that is substantially fixed; a second portion comprising a second 
plurality of stacked shear walls 18, said second portion having a top end that is 
moveable between an unloaded position and loaded position and a bottom end that is 
substantially fixed; a rigid member A (see attachment of Fig. 1 ) connecting said first top 
end to said second top end, wherein said rigid member couples said top ends in said 
unloaded and loaded positions col. 8, lines 40-41). 

Claim 2: 

Wherein a plurality of rigid members connect said top ends (col. 8, lines 40-41 ). 
Claims 3-4: 
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Wherein said rigid member is a rectangularly shaped beam A (attached Fig. 1 ) 
made from poured concrete and reinforcing steel (see col. 3, lines 43, 49-50, col. 4, line 
23). 

Claim 1 1 : 

McWethy discloses modular high rise construction 12 (Fig. 1) comprising a first 
stacl< of poured-in-place concrete tunnels (Fig. 2, col. 3, lines 49-54) having a first 
longitudinal axis and comprising two vertical portions 14 and a horizontal portion 18, 
wherein said first stack has a bottom row of said tunnels and a top row of said tunnels, a 
second stack of poured-in-place concrete tunnels adjacent said first stack, each tunnel 
having a second longitudinal axis and comprising two vertical portions and a horizontal 
portion, wherein second stack has a bottom row of said tunnels and a top row of said 
tunnels (Fig. 2), a rigid member A connecting said first top row to said second top row, 
and wherein said first longitudinal axis is parallel to said second longitudinal axis. 

Claim 13: 

McWethy discloses modular high rise construction 12 (Fig. 1) comprising a first 
plurality of stacked shear walls moveable between an unloaded position and a loaded 
position, a second stack of shear walls adjacent said first stack shear wall, said second 
stack shear wall moveable between an unloaded position and loaded position, and a 
stiff, rigid member attached to said first and second stacks such that said first and 
second stacks are coupled, and move together substantially simultaneously and 
coincidentally between said unloaded and loaded positions. 

Claims 5-10, and 14-15: 
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Wherein said first portion and second portion inlierently have a first plastic hinge 
adjacent said first bottom end and a second plastic hinge adjacent said first top end, 
and wherein said second portion has a first plastic hinge adjacent said second bottom 
end and a second plastic hinge adjacent said second top end to simultaneously bend or 
move with wind direction. 

Claim 12: 

Wherein said first longitudinal axis is perpendicular to said second longitudinal 

axis. 

Claim 16: 

McWethy discloses modular high rise construction 12 (Fig. 1), method 
comprising constructing a first series of stacked shear walls, said first series of shear 
walls having a top end and a bottom end, constructing a second series of shear walls 
having a top end and a bottom end, attaching a rigid member 30 (Fig. 3, col. 5, lines 28- 
30), connecting said first and second series with said a rigid member such that when 
said first and second series move in response to a lateral load, said first series moves 
substantially simultaneously and coincidentaily with said second series. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Pat. No. 4,525,975 to McWethy. 
Claim 17: 
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McWethy discloses the basic structures for erecting a liigli rise building as stated 
and further discloses steel connectors that can be placed anywhere between series of 
shear walls (col. 5, lines 28-30) but does not specifically disclose said rigid member is 
attached adjacent said top ends of each of said series, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use steel 
connectors to attach adjacent top ends of stack walls to provide a securement and to 
improve strength for building construction. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 18-20 were previously objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/20/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

(1 ) Upon further consideration, a claim 13 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 2"** 
had been withdrawn. 

(2) In regarding applicant argues the prior art McWethy '975 does not disclose: a 
rigid member connecting the top ends of the first and second portions of shear walls. 
The extended portions of McWethy are at the base of the building or module, and not at 
the top. There is no indication that the extended base portion of McWethy is remotely 
similar to the rigid members as described and shown throughout the present 
specification. The extended base portion of McWethy does not connect building portions 
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in the loaded and unloaded portions as claimed. And McWethy does not disclose shear 
walls. Examiner does not agree with the applicant's argument because the prior art 
McWethy discloses a plurality of stacked shear walls 18, the plurality of walls having 
upper ends wherein a rectangular rigid member A that connecting the upper ends of the 
shear walls as shown in figure 1 . Since the flexural moment forces are not claimed 
structures therefore the shear walls as taught by McWethy are capable of moving 
between loaded and unloaded positions with the flexural moment forces whenever 
occurred. Examiner believes the prior teaches all the applicant's claimed structures thus 
the rejections will be maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communication from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571 ) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairdirect.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 




6/7/2007 



/J. CHAPMAN/ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3635 



